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SPI Inherent Course Requirements

Introduction

This document outlines the inherent requirements for students to successfully complete a program of study at
the Sydney Polytechnic Institute. For applicants who have a physical or mental disability, some reasonable
adjustments may be possible if you don’t meet one or several of the inherent requirements. Please contact SPI to

discuss your application.

Inherent Requirements

Inherent Requirement

Description and examples

Possible Adjustments

1. Communication
Students must be able to
communicate in oral, written and
other forms. Learning materials are
provided in written form, and also
delivered orally in lectures and
other classes. Students must have
the capacity and willingness to
respond to requests, instructions,
questions, invitations for
discussion, assessment tasks and
also non-verbal cues

Students can participate actively
and collegially in a wide range of
learning and assessment activities
and also manage their progression
through the course via interactions
with administration staff and
administration systems. Students
must also communicate
professionally with any industry
and/or community partners for any
work integrated learning activities
that are part of their studies.

Some reasonable adjustments may
be possible for some types of
communication disabilities. For
example, videos may be provided
with captions to assist those with
hearing difficulties.

2. Cognitive tasks

Students must be able to undertake
cognitive tasks in various forms as
part of their learning. This includes
literacy tasks, numeracy tasks as
well as processing of knowledge
and information, as well as
synthesis of new information and
knowledge.

Students must be able to read and
interpret information in a variety of
different formats such as written,
visual, numerical, and other
formats. They must also be able to
locate information, make
judgements about its accuracy and
authenticity, analyse and synthesise
information and knowledge. It’s
also important to integrate theory
and practice and be able to apply
knowledge and skills in new
contexts.

Additional time can be given to
some students with mild cognitive
impairments

3. Sensory
Students are required to use a

range of different senses such as
vision, hearing and feel to complete
learning tasks and when interacting
with tools and equipment

Students will need to interact with
computers. Traditionally, this
involves using screens, keyboards,
mice, microphones and speakers.

Some adjustments may be possible
where students have sensory
impairment such as the use of
voice control software
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4. Physical Tasks

Students will need to use gross and
fine motor skills to undertake
learning, assessment and work
integrated learning tasks.

Students may be asked to give a
presentation in class or may be
required to attend an off-campus
work integrated learning activity

Some adjustments may be possible
in some cases

5. Sustainable Performance
Students must maintain their

physical and mental performance
at a consistent and sustained level
over the duration of their degree

program

Students must be able to
participate in multiple weekly
learning activities and assessments
over the duration of a term and to
continue over multiple terms per
year and multiple years. Students
must be able to concentrate for
long periods per day and remain
focused on the required tasks and
activities.

Some adjustments may be possible
in some cases. For example, some
students may choose to study part-
time to help them cope with the
weekly performance requirements

Inherent Course Requirements

VERSION 1.1

Page 2/ 2




